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Every chance for every child
Giving South Australian children 
a good head start.
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Young children are  
precious in their own right  

and they are the future  
of the nation.

Early Childhood Australia
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Helping to make our State an even better place to be

South Australia has a strong history  

of supporting early childhood and  

family services and helping children,  

who are among our most vulnerable.  

We are well placed to build on our 

heritage and success through new 

measures that recognise the vital 

importance of children and families 

to the life and future of our South 

Australian community.

We can all make a difference and give 

Every chance for every child.
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A brighter future for All south AustrAliAns – 
reAlising the power of the eArly yeArs

We live in times of great opportunity, 

where our visions and hopes for the 

future have the power to create a better 

South Australia for our children. Right 

now, young South Australians need to 

be inspired by a bold, innovative and 

optimistic vision of a bright future for 

them, and for our State – a vision that 

they have helped to shape. 

To flourish in their lives as new global 

citizens, children of the 21st Century 

need healthy, safe, connected and 

inclusive communities; seamless and 

responsive social services; opportunities 

to create and be influenced by the 

creative arts and culture; and educational 

and employment opportunities that 

meet their diverse needs.

Long-term, sustainable economic and 

cultural growth is achieved through 

nurturing the next generation. How we, 

as a society, raise and take care of our 

children is an expression of the deep 

values we hold. 

And where better to start to focus  

on the value of children than the  

very early years?

Parents are the first 
and primary educators 

of children.

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
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QuAlity eArly leArning

Children and families accessing quality early learning  
opportunities in the years before formal schooling

Children are born ready to learn. 

In	the	years	before	schooling	starts,	

parents are their child’s first teachers. 

Reading to children from birth is a great 

way to bond, have fun together and to 

give children the best chance to do well 

as they develop their literacy skills.

We know that when parents are 

engaged in their children’s learning, 

children’s interest in their schooling, and 

their achievements are improved.

The quality of the home learning 

environment also influences a child’s  

early learning. 

Designing services around the needs of 

children and families makes a difference. 

One clear way of supporting families is 

to provide services such as childcare, 

health and family services at a single 

location.	If	services	are	easily	accessible,	

more families and children will benefit. 

On the world stage, South Australia’s 

education system from the early 

preschool years right through to  

Year 12 is consistently recognised for 

its high quality. The early years are also 

vital, and all children benefit from a good 

preschool program. We want every child 

to have access to early years educational 

development, no matter where they live 

or their family circumstances.

There can be no keener 
revelation of a society’s  

soul than the way it treats  
its children.

Nelson Mandela
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why is it A priority to give 
every ChAnCe to every Child?

The greatest determinant of a child’s 

future health, development and 

happiness is their experience in the 

first five years of life. By the time a 

child is three years old, about 85% of 

their brain has been developed. Gaps 

in the achievement of children’s health, 

development and learning between 

groups of children open early and get 

harder to close with time. 

The single most important factor 

influencing a child’s intellectual and 

social development is the quality 

of parenting and care they receive, 

and the quality of the home learning 

environment. 

Every chance for every child is about 

finding better ways of supporting and 

strengthening South Australian families 

and children to achieve their best.

… the best way to protect 
children is to prevent child 

abuse and neglect from 
happening in the first place,  

by providing children  
and families with the  

assistance they need before 
problems escalate into crises.

Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY)
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heAlthy Child development And wellbeing

Ensuring children are developing well and receive  
the support they need by creating conditions in  

which families and children can thrive

As we know, before a child is three,  

85% of their brain will have developed. 

About one in four of young South 

Australians are ‘developmentally 

vulnerable’. These gaps in the 

achievement of a child’s optimal  

health, development and learning  

open early and are harder to close  

as the child grows.

Child abuse and neglect often will  

impair a child’s physical growth, as  

well as their intellectual, social and  

emotional functioning. 

A child’s mental health begins at birth 

and can influence their childhood and 

the adult they become.

We want parents to be supported  

by government and other services to 

raise healthy, thriving children. 

A child’s environment and the world 

around them is also important to overall 

health and wellbeing, so we will work 

towards encouraging and creating 

neighbourhoods that support the  

healthy development of children,  

while promoting a sense of community  

safety and pleasant places to live,  

work and play.

During the first few years of a 
child’s life, their brain develops 

at a rapid rate. Investing 
resources and energy into  
these early years will bring  

life-long benefits to children 
and the community.

Australian Early Development Index (AEDI)
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whAt’s our vision for the future?

South Australia will be recognised as 

a family and child-friendly State – a 

great place to live and raise healthy and 

creative children.

Young South Australians will thrive in a 

world where they are safe to play, create, 

live and learn on their pathway to a 

strong future.

All parents will receive a range of  

services and practical information 

starting from before a child is born, to 

ensure their baby is developing well  

and to help nurture healthy, capable  

and resilient children.

All children will have access to high 

quality, affordable child care and 

preschool offered by trained staff using 

a rigorous curriculum. Those who work 

with young children will be a recognised 

and valued team of early childhood 

development professionals.

Community hubs at schools will offer 

services aimed at supporting families  

and children from the time they are 

born. All families will have access to a 

children’s centre in their local area.

Children and families will be supported 

through early intervention services as 

the need for help and support arises. 

When children are not able to live with 

their birth families, we will protect and 

nurture them to live productive and 

healthy lives. 

South Australia will have realised the 

benefits of investing early in children 

and families, and will have saved from 

having a safer community with better 

health outcomes, less inequality, 

improved social cohesion and greater 

opportunities for the next and future 

generations. 

We will be recognised as an 

international leader in child 

development research in the early 

years, and as a place that respects 

and values the role and contributions 

children make in our society.

Supportive, caring and 
consistent relationships 

between children and their 
parents are the key to healthy 

brain development.

Australian Childhood Foundation
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Confident, engAged pArents And fAmilies

Supporting parents and family networks to 
raise healthy and happy children

We want South Australia to be a place 

where parenting is valued and fits hand-

in-glove with a balanced working life, so 

that a family’s wellbeing is appreciated 

by employers, parents and our 

community.	Quality	and	affordable	child	

care, paid maternity leave and flexible, 

secure employment will all play a part in 

making South Australia a better place for 

children and future generations.

We recognise that some families 

suffer social disadvantages, which can 

influence how well their children are 

cared for and their opportunities in life. 

The single most important factor 

influencing a child’s intellectual and 

social development is the quality of 

parenting and care they receive.

We want parents to play a central  

role in partnership with all government 

and other services to safeguard their 

children’s health and wellbeing.

Children are born citizens –  
their rights should be respected 
by the community and family, 

not as ‘property’ but as a 
common good to be supported 

by the community.

Prof. Carla Rinaldi
Thinker in Residence 

Re-imagining Childhood
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whAt Are we doing?

•	 	Making	it	easier	for	families	to	access	

health and development services

•	 	Improving	the	safety	and	protection	

of children in our State

•	 	Establishing	a	focus	on	learning	and	

achievement for young children

•	 	Ensuring	South	Australia	is	

recognised internationally as being 

child-friendly

All children have the best  
start in life to create a better 

future for themselves and  
for the nation.

Council of Australian Governments (COAG)
 2009 vision: Investing in the early years 



14 11

14

Children Are born heAlthy

Giving babies the best start in life by engaging  
parents in antenatal care early in pregnancy

We want our families to be  

supported to nurture healthy,  

capable and resilient children. 

Supporting families starts before a child 

is born, because we know that quality 

antenatal care leads to better short- and 

long-term health for both mother and 

child. By caring for a pregnant woman’s 

health, we care for her baby and  

their future.

For every $1 spent in the early 
years, society is saved $4 to $8 

in many other areas including 
health, crime prevention and 

substance abuse.

James Heckman
Economist and Nobel Laureate
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our foCus AreAs

•	 	Children	are	born	healthy

•	 	Confident,	engaged	parents	 

and families

•	 	Healthy	child	development	 

and wellbeing

•	 	Quality	early	learning

We have to rethink the 
fundamental principles on 
which we’re educating our 
children. And the only way 
we’ll do this is by … seeing 

children for the hope they are. 
We may not see [the] future but 
they will. And our job is to help 

them make something of it.

Sir Ken Robinson,  
International leader in the  
development of education,  
creativity and innovation  


